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Public tender No. 15/2024
For Provision of Consulting Services to the Council for the Advancement of Women in Science and Technology

The Ministry of Science, Innovation and Technology (hereinafter - "the Ministry") is requesting proposals for the provision of academic consulting services for the Council for the Advancement of Women in Science and Technology. 
The consultant that is selected as the winner of the tender will be required to assist the Chairperson of the Council and its committees in accordance with the definition of the Services in the tender. The contract period will be for one year. The Ministry is entitled, at its sole discretion, to extend the contract period for 3 additional one-year periods, for a total of 4 years. The maximum number of engagement hours is 100 hours per month, as detailed in the tender documents. The consideration to be paid to the consultant will be in accordance with the instructions of the Accountant General and the proposals that are submitted. 

The tender is addressed equally to women and men, any wording in the masculine language is for convenience only. 

Threshold conditions: 
Any person that meets all the conditions specified below at the time of submission of the proposal may participate in the tender:
Administrative threshold conditions (for the bidder):
1.2.1 	To the extent that the bidder is required to register, according to law, in Israel, he must be legally registered.
1.2.2	The bidder complies with the requirements of the Public Entities Transactions Law, 5736-1976 ("Public Entities Transactions Law"). 
1.2.3 	All the services offered by the bidder meet the licensing requirements and the standards required by law for the provision thereof.
1.2.4 	The bidder is available for working hours and meetings as required by the Ministry (by prior coordination); the bidder is required to be available for 100 working hours.
 1.2.5 	The bidder has good command and capability of a computerized work environment.
Professional threshold conditions (for consultant): 
Holds at least a bachelor's degree from an academic institution recognized by the Council for Higher Education, in the fields of social sciences or a gender studies program. If the bidder holds an academic degree from an academic institution outside of Israel, he must produce a certificate of equivalence of a foreign degree to an Israeli academic degree from the Department for the Evaluation of Academic Degrees Abroad at the Ministry of Education. 
2.2 Has at least 5 years of experience in research, which includes familiarity with quantitative and qualitative research methods. 
Has experience in initiating and running projects or in promoting collaborations with government bodies and/or with companies in the fields of industry and development and/or with third sector organizations and/or with academic institutions. 
The bidder has full command of Hebrew and English at a very good level. 
The bidder is not in a situation and/or potential situation of conflict of interest regarding the provision of the Services as defined in this tender. 
• A corporation may submit a proposal for this tender, provided that it proposes a specific candidate on its behalf to provide the services that meets the conditions detailed in sections A-E above. In such case, it is required that the condition specified in Section G above be met both by the candidate and by the corporation, and that the corporation be legally registered in the State of Israel (holds a certificate of incorporation). 
• A condition for the execution of the engagement is registration with the tax authorities and possession of a valid bookkeeping certificate, as well as the provision of additional certificates as required by the Ministry, in accordance with the procedures of the Ministry and the Government and any law. 

Deadline for submission of proposals is 20.11.24, by 12:00. (Explanation on how to submit proposals - on the next page.) 
The proposals in this tender will be submitted online, through the Yahalom System, unless the ordering party specifies otherwise in a notice to be published on the tender publication page on the website of the Government Procurement Administration. In such case, bidders must act in accordance with the instructions published by the ordering party on the tender page. 
Clarification questions may be sent through the link "Submission of questions and proposals" on the tender page, which will transfer them to the system. 
By 07.11.24, until 12:00, any answer from the office or the person authorized for this purpose will be provided online. 

The complete tender documents, including details about the nature of the Services and their scope, the required documents and the method of submission, the method of evaluation of the proposals and the terms of the contract and the consideration, are available on the website of the Ministry of Science and Technology, at the address: http://www.most.gov.il.  
In any case of discrepancy between the above and the complete tender documents, the tender documents will prevail. 

How to submit proposals:

The tender documents, as part of the submission method chapter, will include the following sections:
1.1 Tender submissions will be made online, through the Diamond system, unless the ordering party states in a notice to be published on the tender publication page on the Government Procurement Administration website (hereinafter: the "Tender Page") through a different tender submission method. In such case, the bidders must act in accordance with the instructions published by the ordering party on the tender page.
1.2 The price offer will be submitted as a separate file from the proposal booklet in accordance with the detailed instructions in the system for submission of proposals in connection with this tender. It is emphasized that the details of the price offer or a copy thereof shall not appear in the proposal booklet in any manner.
1.3 A link to the Yahalom System for the purpose of submitting bids in the tender will be published on the tender page. A bidder interested in submitting his bid in the tender is required to click on the "Submit Proposals" link on the tender page, which will transfer him to the system. 
1.4 A bidder that wishes to ask clarifying questions and submit his bid in the tender is required to click on the "Submission of questions and proposals" link on the tender page, which will transfer him to the system. 
1.5 The procedure for submission of proposals in the system includes 2 stages:
1.5.1 Identification of the bidder through the government identification system. 
1.5.2 Submission of the proposal in the tender box on the Yahalom System ("the Box"). 
1.6 Activities in the identification system: 
1.6.1 A proposal submitter that has not yet registered in the government identification system will be required to register in the system, and after completing the registration process, to verify the identification in order to move to the stage of submission of proposals.
1.6.2 A proposal submitter that is registered in the government identification system will be required to verify his identity in order to proceed to the stage of submission of the proposal. 
1.6.3 In case of any malfunction in the registration process for the government identification, or in the identification process, contact the support center of the System (phone - 1299, e-mail address - moked@mail.gov.il, additional phone 08-6863100).
1.6.4 After completing the identification, the system will automatically transfer the bidder to the relevant tender box. The bidder must ensure sure that the name and number of the tender requested thereby appears in the bid submission system. 
1.7 Activities on the Yahalom System
1.7.1 A bidder that wishes to ask clarification questions or has comments may do so as long as the deadline for asking clarification questions and comments has not passed, by clicking on the "Clarification Questions" button. The bidder will fill in the chapter/appendix number and the section number for each question.
1.7.2 As part of submission of the proposal, the bidder must act in accordance with the instructions that appear on the Yahalom System, complete all the required fields clearly and in accordance with the system instructions, and upload the required files to the system, in accordance with the tender instructions.
1.7.3 After completing the submission of the proposal in the system, the message "Your offer has been sent successfully" will be received and the bidder will be able to download the proposal document. The proposal document is a digitally signed document of the proposal and is a reference to the submitted proposal. The document will also be sent to you by email. The last proposal document sent will also be displayed in the system.
1.7.4 A bidder may update his proposal as long as the deadline for submission of proposals has not elapsed.
1.7.5 If, after bids have been submitted in the box, the ordering party makes a change in the tender documents (with the exception of a change in the tender dates), proposals that are in the box will be canceled and will transition into draft status. A bidder that wishes to submit his proposal in accordance with the updated tender conditions will be required to perform resubmission.
1.7.6 It will not be possible to submit offers in the system after the deadline for submission of proposals. 
1.7.7 As part of submission of proposals in the system, there are various technical limitations such as: 
1.7.7.1 Up to 10 files may be uploaded, with a maximum size for each file (up to 15MB). 
1.7.7.2 The period of time during which the system disconnects in the absence of user activity (20 minutes for time out).
1.7.7.3 Additional technical limitations. In order to become familiar with the other limitations of the system, it is the bidder's responsibility to read, ahead of time, the guide for submission of proposals using a digital tender box. In addition, the bidder has at his disposal training materials designed to assist him with submission of proposals successfully. 
1.7.8 For technical assistance in the event of a malfunction or question, contact the support center, Sunday-Thursday between 8:00-17:00, by email: moked@mail.gov.il or via the human chat: https://mygovchat.gov.il/icr/bot.aspx?l=3.
1.7.9 The inquiry must include the name of the tender, the deadline for submission of proposals and, if necessary, attached screenshots. 
1.7.10 The waiting time from the moment the inquiry is sent until the return of a service representative shall not exceed 4 hours during the hotline's operating hours.
1.7.10.1 The support center does not undertake to provide a response to inquiries received within less than 4 hours from the deadline for submission of proposals. 
1.7.10.2 A bidder that submits his bid when there are less than 4 hours left to submit bids in the tender assumes the risk that in the event of a malfunction the service representative will not be able to solve his technical problem or answer a question he has.
1.8 The bidder in the tender has the sole responsibility to submit the proposal before the deadline for submission of proposals. 
1.8.1 The bidder must take into account that close to the deadline for submission of proposals, there may be a load on the submission system or other technical malfunctions that will prevent the bidder from submitting his bid. The bidder must prepare for such and submit his offer ahead of time. 
1.8.2 The bidder will not have any claim towards the ordering party regarding a malfunction that was discovered in the identification system or the bid submission system near the deadline for submission of proposals, even if as a result he was unable to submit his proposal in the tender.
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